Sermon for Memorial Service for Jan McNair
June 9, 2011

John 11: 21-27

Good afternoon.

On behalf of Jan’s brother, Bill, and her sister-in-law, Kathy, I want to thank you all for being here today as we say our prayers and give thanks for Jan’s life.  

The Prayer Book reminds us that this is an Easter liturgy.  In the midst of our sadness and sense of loss, the liturgy powerfully proclaims Christ’s victory over death.  From beginning to end, with the lessons, the music, the anthems, and the prayers, we hear the Church’s faith proclaimed that Christ was raised from the dead and that eternal life is possible.  This service tells us that life does not end at the grave but goes on in a far more magnificent manner than we can possibly imagine or comprehend.  Yes, for all of us who knew and loved Jan there is sorrow at our loss, but the words of Jesus in our gospel lesson today, “Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live….” are intended to comfort us.

But this service today is not only an Easter liturgy, it is also a baptismal liturgy.  Everything in the Christian life begins with baptism – that sacrament of water and chrism whereby we are formally brought into the Christian life, and Christ’s body, the Church.  The creed that we will be reciting shortly is called the Apostles’ Creed which was an ancient baptismal creed confessed by early Christians prior to their baptism.  All the services in the Prayer Book find their origin and inspiration in the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, this service being no exception.  
It is in baptism that we are initiated into Christian ministry.  The great ordination that the Church confers, that we all share as Christian people is our baptism.  And it is our baptism that leads us to participate in the great act of ministry.  
Jan McNair understood what it meant to be a baptized person.  I think it is safe to say that Jan got it!  She knew that being baptized did not mean standing on the sidelines, or ignoring the call to serve.  If there was something to be done, and if she was in a position to do something about it, she would. 

In this parish, Jan served as an usher, as a member of the outreach committee and the adult education committee.  She was a delegate to diocesan convention and was the convener for the Be-attitudes Regional Ministry – the Episcopal Churches in the north end of Seattle and King County.  She was involved with our coffee hour teams, our reception committee, and the chair of our prayer shawl committee.  She was a member of the Diocesan Altar Guild, and the Diocesan Committee of the Church in the World.  There were other activities that Jan was engaged in but perhaps her most enduring legacy at Christ Church and beyond was her ministry with the Daughters of the King – a service organization for women and girls in the Episcopal Church.  When Jan first arrived at Christ Church, one of her early conversations with me was asking whether she could start a DOK chapter in this parish.  I will admit that while I was aware of the existence of the DOK, I assumed that it was of those organizations that had more or less drifted out of existence.  Jan proved that I was flat out wrong.  She recruited, enlisted, and pursued women in this parish to consider joining the DOK.  And it was the result of her labors that the Martha and Mary chapter of the DOK was formed at Christ Church.  

Jan’s interest in family history led to her involvement in the Seattle Genealogical Society and the Daughters of the American Revolution.  In a few moments you will be hearing from others about her involvement with those organizations as well as the DOK.  

But, as I said, Jan got it!  She knew what it meant to be a baptized person.  She was not about to be content standing on the sidelines.  Jan got into the mix by both participating and leading a host of ministries and causes within and beyond the Church.  She knew what it meant to be an icon of Christ to the world around her.  In the gospels we have the words of Jesus that we all yearn to hear for ourselves and those we love, “Well done, good and faithful servant.”  Jan, well done, good and faithful servant.  Well done, indeed.   
